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Research Title: Use of safety belts in cars: the 2013 national observational survey.

Abstract: This report presents the results of a national observational survey of the use of safety belts
by drivers and passengers in cars, in 2013. The survey was carried out at 70 sites distributed
throughout the country, including 35 sites on rural roads and 35 sites on urban roads. The observation
sites were selected according to the defined types of rural roads (motorway, dual-carriageway, single-



carriageway) and according to three types of towns (Jewish, mixed-population, Arab), while preserving
for the geographical spreading.

The survey was carried out in May 2013, where the total sample included 21,223 vehicles and drivers,
6,993 passengers on the front seats and 2,411 passengers on the rear seats; a total of 30,627 road
users.

The final indicators of the use of safety belts in cars in the year 2013 were as follows:

- Among drivers, the level of use of safety belts was high on all types of rural roads, with a weighted
value of 98%. In addition, the level of use was high in Jewish and mixed-population towns, with a
weighted value of 95% in the urban area, while the level of use in the Arab towns was lower - 87%.
The nationwide index of the use of seat belts by drivers was 97%;

- Among passengers on the front-seats, the level of use of safety belts was high on all types of rural
roads, with a weighted value of 97%. In addition, the level of use of safety belts was relatively high in
Jewish and mixed-population towns, with a weighted value of 92% in the urban area, while the level of
use in the Arab towns was lower - 81%. The nationwide index of the use of seat belts by passengers
on the front-seats was 95%;

- Among passengers on the rear-seats, the level of use of safety belts was higher on rural roads, with
a weighted value of 76%. The level of use of safety belts was lower in the urban area, with a weighted
value of 66%. The level of use in the Arab towns was very low - 46%. The nationwide index of the use
of seat belts by passengers on the rear-seats was 72%.

In the year 2013, the level of use of safety belts among all the car users was similar to that observed
in the previous year, 2012, although slight declines were indicated on urban roads and, particularly, in
the Arab towns.

In the 2013 survey, it was found that the level of use of safety belts by drivers and passengers was
affected by travel locations - type of road, town type, geographic area; by age groups of
driver/passenger, and in the case of passengers - by the use of safety belts by drivers. Consistently, a
lower level of safety belts' use, among all car occupants, was observed in the Arab towns. In addition,
a general problem of lower use of safety belts by rear-seat passengers was obvious.

In the international comparison it was found that concerning the use of safety belts on the front-seats,
Israel is ranked on the 10™ place among the 32 industrialized countries which supplied the estimate,
and belongs to the countries in which the level of use of safety belts is high. In contrast, regarding the
use of safety belts on the rear-seats, Israel is ranked on the 15" place among the 26 countries
compared, where according to this index Israel belongs to the third and the last group of countries.
Thus, it is required to increase the efforts in order to raise the level of use of safety belts in cars, in
Israel, and, particularly, on the rear-seats.
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